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1st. Under the action of modern artillery and high explosives there is
grave danger of fire from the lodgment and explosion of shells behind or near
such ceilings or bulkheads, etc.

2d. When in action there is serious danger to officers and men from splin-
ters driven inboard by the rapid machine and other gun-fire, and no one who
has ever had the experience of battle in wooden ships can ever forget the casu-
alties from this cause, often at points remote from that struck by shot or shell.

3d. The saving of weight by omitting ceilings and bulkheads could be
better utilized if given over to the coal supply, so as to increase the steaming
radius of the new vessels, as well as to increase the ulterior accommodation
for stores and personnel.

Several other suggestions looking to the better sanitary con-
dition of the new vessels were ventured, and the recommenda-
tion was made to substitute light corrugated steel bulkheads for
wood everywhere when possible in the new vessels.

During the incumbency by the inspector of the post at Tonip-
Mnsville the great review of ships took place to celebrate the
Columbian Anniversary in New York Harbor, under Rear
Admiral Bancroft Gherardi. In order to place these vessels,
which included a number of foreign men-of-war invited to par-
ticipate, in safe and secure anchorages in the North River, the
request was made to mark such anchorages with spar-buoys.
This duty was deputed to Lieutenant Comman'der Sebree, and
the arrangements were made so thoroughly that there was not
the least difficulty for any of the vessels of the double column
in taking positions on the day of their arrival in New York Har-
bor. This pageant was most imposing and brilliant, and with
those who witnessed the majestic fleet of war-ships, as they
moved up the harbor on that beautiful day of sunshine, the
impression will last.

It was the privilege of the inspector several times in the
years 1893 and 1894 to accompany President Cleveland back
and forth from Gray Gables, his summer home, in one of the
lighthouse tenders.

The closer range this association permitted with the Presi-
dent and his family was to give a privileged glimpse of the
beautiful home life of the chief of the nation. The honor of
the friendship formed through this opportunity will always be
remembered. Mr. Cleveland was scrupulously particular to
meet every expense of such trips.being. Hererom their fishing grounds nor tempted
